REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


833  01422  82 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2019 


https://archive.org/details/raguetfamilybymaOOhigh 


FAMILY 


by 

MARY  LABARRB  HIQMBTT 
Las  Cruces,  New’ffiiSco 
Noveraber ,  1959 


'  ■  !  ...S  U  V  A  ■  A  !  T 

.  .. 


focjL  ojuc  -  /  7  7  9 


1 


60,£f'S  .  TIE  RAGUET  FAMILY 


The  GaH  of  America 


Three  brothers,  native-born  Frenchmen,  left  their  homeland  to  live  in  America. 
Because  this  is  so,  American  history  has  been  glorified  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  to 
Texas  to  New  Meade©.  This  is  their  story. 

France,  from  its  beaming,  has  always  attracted  attention  to  itself.  During 
the  period  of  the  Crusades,  all  Moslems  referred  to  the  Crusaders  as  Franks.  To 


attract  attention  to  its  rich  Burgundy  wine,  a 
province  were  named  Burgundy. 


kingdom,  a  duchy,  a  country  and  a 


In  the  heart  of  this  Burgundy  lived  the  Raguets,  sire  name  of  the  three  brothers 
who  came  to  America.  Rieey  de  Bas,  Bas  Sur,  Seine,  designates  the  name  of  the  village 
where  lived  James  Michael  Raguet  and  his  wife,  Ann  VaJMnofc*  Au.be  Dipt,  Old  targundy, 
is  in  the  heart  of  the  grape  vineyards^ 

Records  show  that  a  son,  James  Michael,  was  bom  September  6,  1756.  A  second 
son,  Claudius  Paul,  was  bom  two  years  later  -  January  25,  1758,  to  be  exact.  A 
third  son,  Michael,  was  bora  in  the  X?60?s,  but  the  esaet  date  is  not  known.  The 
Raguet  papers  now  in  the  archives  of  the  University  library  at  Austin,  Texas,  do  not 
give  the  date  of  birth,  but  it  is  recorded  that  Michael,  the  third  son,  was  killed 
by  Indians  on  the  Ohio  River.  March  26,  1788,  when  he  was  about  21  years  of  age.  So 
Rieey  de  Bas  (now  Les  Rieeys),  Elections  of  Bas  Sur  Seine,  Burgundy,  lost  three  French 
citizens.  America  gained  three. 


James  Michael,  the  first  born,  was  2?  years  old  when  he  embarked  for  the  United 
States.  This  was  in  June,  1783.  He  established  himself  in  Philadelphia  quite  success¬ 
fully.  Aujpst  7,  1790,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Wptkoop  of  that  city®  We  do  not  know  how 
long  he  remained  in  Philadelphia  tat  we  do  know  he  was  postmaster  at  Newton,  Pennsylvania, 
for  several  years. 

James  Michael  and  Am  Wfynkoop  Raguet  were  parents  of  three  children*  Henry, 

James,  and  Claudine.  One  recorf  is  found  concerning  James.  The  Ohio  Historical 
Society  librarian  and  archivist,  contributed  this? 

"Our  only  record  for  James  Raguet  shows  he  was  one  of  the  Central  Ohio  Railroad 
incorporators  in  1847."  Undoubtedly  he  was  wall  established^ 


No  mention  can  be  found  of  Claudine  though  one  item  does  imply  an  early  death  in  the 
family. 
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The  history  crowded  life  of  the  son,  Henry,  will  be  recounted  later. 

Claudius  Paul,  the  middle  son,  came  to  America  in  1780.  He  returned  to  France 
for  a  brief  time  then  embarked  the  second  time  for  the  United  States.  In  1782, 
he  married  Miss  Lydia  Condy  of  Philadelphia.  To  them  a  son  was  bom  whom  they  named 
Condy,  using  the  mother's  family  name.  « 

This  son,  Condy,  brought  fame  and  attention  to  the  Raguet  family  name.  He  became 
the  celebrated  economist,  editor,  publisher  and  member  of  the  diplomatic  service. 

A  long  history  of  Ms  life  is  contained  in  Dietionary  of  American  Biography 
(pp  325-326).  A  side  light  on  the  career  of  Condy  Raguet  is  to  be  found  in  Grave ’  s 
Centennial  History  of  Cincinnati  (FoX.  1,  p.  808).  It  cites? 

’•James  Hall . .  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  .......  while  a  boy 

he  began  the  study  of  law  but  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Wax  of  1812,  he  joined  a  company 
in  Philadelphia  commanded  by  the  celebrated  Condy  Raguet.” 

Condy  Raguet  is  spoken  of  as  pleasant,  affable,  well  educated.  After  some  training 
in  a  mercantile  establishment,  he  was  sent  to  Santa  Domingo  as  super  cargo  (X8Q4~1805)® 
There  he  secured  material  for  his  first  published  works,  "A  Short  Account  of  the  State 
of  Affairs  in  St  Domingo"  and  "A  Circumstantial.  Account  of  the  Massacre  in  St  Domingo." 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  1812,  he  raised  a  company  stationed  not  far  from  Delaware 
and  remained  in  comand.  When  the  War  ended  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  served  one  term  in  the  Pennsylvania  Senate.  From  time  to  time  he  wrote  articles  on 
tariff,  esnmerce,  and  budgets. 

In  1822  he  was  sent  as  Consul  to  Rio  d@  Janiero  and  in  1825  was  made  Charge  df 
Affairs.  Condy  Raguet’ s  letters  to  John  Quincy  Adams  and  Hamy  Clay  during  this  period 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society^ 

The  remainder  of  Ms  life  was  devoted  to  what  he  called  the  "Cause  of  Constitutional 
liberty",  wWLXe  at  the  same  time  he  was  conversant  with  the  problems  of  currency  and 
tariff  as  well  as  the  works  of  English  Classical  econoffliata* 

Many,  many  publications  were  written  by  Mr.  Raguet  all  in  the  sphere  of  economics 
upon  which  he  was  an  authority.  His  last  venture  in  the  period! c  field  was  the  Financial 
Register  of  the  United  States  (1837).  He  was  a  member  of  the  Philosophical  Society  and 
was  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Conmerce  of  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  Ms  death  (1842). 

Comedy  Raguet  should  always  be  remembered  for  Ms  efforts  for  tree  trade  as  well  aa 
Ms  accurate  analyses  ©f  currenqy  questions. 

What  a  splendid  contribution  Candy  Raguet,  son  of  Claudius  Paul  and  Lydia  Condy 
Raguet,  mad©  to  his  adopted  country! 

Let  us  recall  for  a  moment  those  three  brothers,  native-born  Frenchmen,  who  cams 
t©  America  in  the  1780’s.  Toung  Michael  Raguet,  twenty-one,  lies  in  an  unmarked  grave 
along  the  Ohio  River.  He  contributed  himself  to  America.  Claudius  Paul  and  Lydia  Condy 
Raguet  lived  on  in  the  fame  and  eaunence  of  their  illustrious  son,  Condy.  This  leaves 
but  one  brother,  James  Michael,  whose  life  is  left  to  record.  James  Michael,  belonged 
to  France  by  birth,  partly  to  Pennsylvania,  and  through  Ms  children,  partly  to  Ohio, 
then  to  Texas  and  New  MeadLeo. 
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Among  the  Raguet  papers  in  the  Texas  University  library  is  the  record  of  James 
Kishael  Raguet ‘s  arrival  in  America  June,  1783,  when  he  was  2?  years  old.  He  estab¬ 
lished  himself  successfully  in  Philadelphia.  So  successfully  in  fact  that  on  August 
7,  1790,  when  he  was  34,  he  married  lass  Ann  Wyrkoop  belonging  to  a  well-known 
Pennsylvania  family.  They  had  three  children?  Henry,  James,  and  Claudine,,  We  hear 
no  more  of  Claudine  and  a  scrap  of  information  mentions  a  death.  We  would  love  to 
Imow  more  of  James  i&chael  and  Am. 

Henry  Raguet  was  the  first  born  of  James  Michael  and  Ann  Wynkoop  Raguet.  His 
birfchdate  is  February  U,  1796,  and  his  father’s  age  was  forty.  Henry's  birthplace 
was  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania.  Possibly  at  this  time  Henry's  father  was  postmaster 
at  Newton  in  that  state.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for  several  years.  We  know 
that  Henry  had  more  educational  advantages  than  many  other  of  a  like  age.  We  know 
Henry  served  in  the  War  of  1812  (which  at  its  inception  found  Henry  to  be  16  years 
of  age).  In  a  Nacogdoches,  Texas  Sentinal  of  April  21,  1959,  we  find  a  reprint 
from  the  Balias  Morning  News;  ......  "the  handsome  figure  of  the  storekeeper 

(Henry  Raguet)  ......  had  gone  to  the  War  of  1812  accompanied  by  a  Negro  man¬ 
servant,  the  earnest  prayers  of  his  mother  and  her  best  feather  mattress." 


Nacogdoehes^e^inarj~^r5~2i,  19597~~page*^ 


It  is  believed  but  not  verified  that  Henry  served  in  the  Military  Company  of 
Philadelphia  raised  and  commanded  by  Ms  cousin,  Condy  Raguet.  We  Imow  there  was 
a  strong  bond  between  the  two. 

While  still  quite  young,  Henry  married  M.ss  Marcia  Ann  Towers,  a  Philadelphia 
belle.  Their  first  child  was  Anna,  destined  to  play  an  Important  part  in  the 
history  of  Nacogdoches  and  Texas.  Anna  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1818  or  1819. 
Henry  was  four  years  older  than  Marcia  Ann  (sometimes  called  "Mercy"). 

These  three  -  Henry,  Marcia  Ann,  and  Anna  are  next  heard  of  in  Cincinnati, 

Ohio.  Family  records  tell  of  the  birth  there  of  Amelia  Augusta,  Henry  W.  Candy 
(Conde),  Mary  H. ,  and  Charles  Mansfield. 

X) 

Among  the  Raguet  papers  is  a  letter  addressed.  Master  Condy  Eaguet,  West  Chester, 
Penn,  dated  August  31*  1836,  beginning,  "Bear  Namesake",  and  signed, 

"Tour  affectionate  eousin, 
Condy  Raguet." 


Directories  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  contain  these  tantalising  items  (1825-1929); 
"Raguet,  Henry,  Merchant,  86  Main  and  Walnut.  Store 

"Raguet,  Henry,  ......  Merchant  ......  86  Main  MW-  4th  and  Main,," 

W.  E®  and  Opfaia  Snath's  Buckeye  Titan  mentions : 
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"In  the  afternoon  Abbey  went  to  Mrs.  Raguet 's  to  see  the  procession  march  to 
the  lodge  room",  (Lafayette's  visit  May  19,  1825).  (p.  124) 

Richard  W^nkoop  in  Wynkoop  Genealogy  in  the  United  States  of  America  verifies 
the  marriage  of  James  M.  Raguet  and  Jfi.ss  Ann  Wynkoop  as  August  7,  1790,  He  also 

mentions  ......  "the  compiler  ( Wynkoop)  first  saw  the  Raguet  family  motto  in 

an  engraving  upon  a  piece  of  silverware  in  the  Leonard  Mortimer  Thorne  home  (Mrs. 
Thorne  was  Augusta  Amelia  Raguet  before  her  marriage)  in  Manhattan,  New  York." 

It  has  been  impassible  to  leam  more  about  the  motto. 


Wynkoop,  Wynkoop  Genealogy  -  page  145 


A  letter  in  the  Raguet  files  notified  Henry  Raguet  that  he  had  been  elected  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Cincinnati  for  the  year  1827®  Records 
also  show  that  he  failed  in  the  mercantile  business  some  time  after  that  date.  After 
Ms  discharge  from  bankruptcy  (probably  in  February,  1833),  he  made  a  trip  to  New 
Orleans, 


Letter  of  C.  Stanley  Banks  dated  September  21..  1959 


The  Nacogdoches  Sentinal .  reprinting  a  Dallas  Morning  News  feature  titled,  "Sam 
Houston  Was  A  Texas  Miles  Standish"  (date  October  127”l93Q),  reports? 


"Qae  wore  broadcloth  neat  and  black. 

One  clipped  his  words  and  Ms  beard. 

And  one  wore  buckskin  with  an  Indian  blanket  about 
.o .  Ms  shoulders. 

V  These  three  gentlemen  met  one  morning  in  New  Cleans 

about  1833. 

Then  Sam  Houston  told  a  Aieling  story.  The  stranger 
laughed. 

•You  told  it  well,  sir. * 

'Sam  Houston's  ny  name.  Bound  for  Texas.'  The  story 
teller  answered  the  implied  question. 

'I've  come  from  there  -  I'm  John  Durst.  Meet  ny  friend 
here.  General  Raguet  of  PhiladelpMa.  He  is  going  back 
with  me  t©  Nacogdoches . 1 

•Success  to  your  journey."  (end  of  quote). 


On  the  third  day  after  the  accidental  meeting,  the  three  travelers  rode  out  of 
New  Orleans  and  reined  their  horses  toward  Texas*- 


The  report  continues : 
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••About*  the  only  provision  they  carried  was  a  little  salt  and  at  night  Sam  Houston  took 
his  Iliad  which  had  comforted  him  In  the  wilderness  and  read  by  the  campfire.  When 
General  Raguet  lay  down  in  his  blanket,  there  was  a  Milton  in  one  boot  and  a  pistol 
in  the  other.  Durst,  ever  the  fastidious,  would  roast  a  particular  cut  of  Tension  on 
a  green  stick  spit  for  hours,  turning  and  browning  it."  (end  of  quote). 

The  name  Durst  was  not  new  to  Nacogdoches  while  those  of  Sam  Houston  and  Henry 
Raguet  were.  In  the  Naeogdochss  Census  of  1828  as  reported  by  Lois  Fostsr  Blount, 

John  Durst  was  then  listed  as  a  merchant,  rnrried  to  Henrietta  M.  Thomason,  age  20. 
Their  son,  Louis,  was  an  infant.  Burst’s  bookkeeper  was  Jesus  de  les  Santos.  John 
Durst  then  owned  eleven  slaves. 


Nacogdoches  Sentinal.  November  30,  1938m  page  1 


Sam  Houston  and  John  Durst  had  much  to  do  in  influencing  Henry  Raguet  to  make 
Nacogdoches,  Texas,  his  future  home.  After  the  horseback  journey  from  New  Orleans, 
the  three  travelers  reached  Nacogdoches  in  March,  1833,  and  Raguet  accompanied  John 
Durst  to  his  ranch  home  on  the  Angelina  River.  Sam  Houston  was  taken  into  the  large 
Adolphus  Sterne  residence. 

After  deciding  to  move  to  Nacogdoches,  Henry  Raguet  returned  to  Ohio  by  way  of 
Ficksburg,  Mississippi,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  a  struggling  young  merchant, 
William  G.  Logan.  So  carried  away  was  the  Mississippi  storekeeper  by  the  glowing 
reports  made  by  Raguet,  that  Logan  decided  to  move  ills  stock  to  Texas,  fringing  his 
family  to  Ficksburg,  the  Raguet  and  Lo^an  families  traveled  together  to  Nacogdoches. 
Here  the  mercantile  firm  of  Logan  and  Raguet  opened  up  for  business  in  November,  1833. 
This  partnership  continued  until  Logan's  death  April  23,  1836,  just  after  the  Battle 
of  San  Jacinto  for  Texas  Independence.  From  1833  to  1852,  Henry  Raguet  continued  in 
business .when  he  retired.  Raguet  had  been  appointed  administrator  of  the  Logan  estate 
at  the  time  of  Ms  partner’s  death. 

So  now  we  find  the  son  of  one  of  the  three  French  brothers  far  away  from 
Philadelphia  where  he  began  Ms  life  in  America,  far  removed  from  Ohio,  and  now  a 
Texas  resident  where  he  was  to  live  out  Ms  life.  His  children  grew  up  in  Nacogdoches. 
Nacogdoches  was  truly  Ms  home  and  theirs. 
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Teafas  Adopts  the  Raguets 


How  revealing  could  we  know  the  impressions  of  the  Raguet  family  as  they  became 
Nacogdoches  citizens]  In  1833,  Henry  was  37  years  old,  his  wife  four  years  younger. 

All  East  Texas  is  indebted  to  Reverend  George  L.  Crockett,  Episcopal  Church  rector 
at  Nacogdoches,  San  Augustine  and  Inf  kin.  Carefully,  deliberately  he  devoted  his  spare 
hours  to  the  preservation  of  East  Texas  history.  Through  general  information,  acquaintance 
official  records  and  research  a  veritable  mass  of  material  was  sifted,  organized  and  pre¬ 
served  for  all  to  read.  He  Imew  well  the  authentic  details  pertaining  to  Don  Adolfo 
Steme,  once  Alcalde  of  "La  Villa  de  Nuestra  Senora  del  Pilar  de  Nacogdoches”,  the  official 
title.  I^hirquis  James  describes  Adolphus  Sterne  as,  "a  rosy  little  Rhineland  Jew  of  many 
wanderings  who  in  time  reached  New  Orleans,  Louisiana."  There  he  went  to  work  as  a  store 
clerk  and  studied  law  at  night.  He  spoke  English,  Spanish,  German  and  some  French.  He 
was  the  first  Scottish  Rite  Mason  to  come  to  Texas. 


Nacogdoches  Sentinal.  April  21,  1959.  page  5 


It  was  in  Adolphus  Sterne’s  home  that  Sam  Houston  lived  and  where  he  was  baptised 
into  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mrs.  Sterne  (Eva  Rosine  Rouff  of  Natchitoches,  Louisiana) 
it  was  who  became  godmother  at  Houston’s  baptism.  Ever  after  he  called  her  "Madre  MLo." 
(Mother  of  Mine). 

Many  Americans  coming  to  Nacogdoches  joined  the  Catholic  Church  because  of  a  Mexican 
law  barring  those  outside  the  faith  from  owning  land. 

It  is  quite  a  coincidence  that  Henry  Raguet,  Sas  Houston,  WlUiam  Logan  and  Thomas 
J»  Rusk  came  to  Nacogdoches  at  about  the  same  time.  Raguet  and  Logan  sought  a  growing 
town  to  enter  business.  Sam  Houston  had  many  reasons,  some  hidden,  some  discussed  for 
establishing  himself  there. 

Thomas  J.  Rusk,  according  to  Marquis  James,  was  a  young  Georgian  who  came  to 
Nacogdoches  to  collect  a  debt.  He  had  invested  heavily  in  a  gold  mine  whose  owner  had 
vanished.  Hearing  he  had  gone  to  Texas,  (which  generally  meant  Nacogdoches)  Rusk  had 
followed  him  there*  Hie  money  had  been  lost  in  a  card  game.  Rusk,  disillusioned, 
decided  to  stay.  It  was  his  home  until  his  death.  Hi  time  he  became  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  President  of  the  Constitutional.  Convention  (1845)  and  United 
States  Senator  (1846). 

In  earlier  days  there  lived  in  this  East  Texas  "Capital"  one  El  Capitan  Antonio 
Gil  Ybarbo  who  founded  a  garrison  there,  this  w  in  1779 •  Needing  a  building  for  stores 
and  supplies,  he  set  to  work  and  built  what  in  time  came  to  be  called  The  Stone  House. 
Later  it  became  The  Old  Stone  Fort.  Ybarbo !s  official  title  was,  "Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Eastern  Province  of. the  New  Philippines  and  Military  Comandante  of  the  Post  of 
Our  Mother  of  the  Pilar  of  Nacogdoches."  It  was  Gil,  Ybarbo  who  promulgated  the  First 
Book  of  Ordinances.  This  was  in  1780, 
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Nacogdoches  is  a  town  steeped  in  history  in  the  Redlands  of  East  Texas.  It  is 
difficult  for  an  outsider  to  believe  that  up  to  the  coming  of  the  Raguets  six  different 
flags  had  flown  over  the  Old  Stone  Forts  the  flag  of  France  (1685),  of  Spain  (1716), 
the  green  flag  of  the  Magee  Esqjedition  (1813),  flag  of  the  Dr,  Long  Ejqpediticsn  (1819), 
the  white  and  red  flag  of  the  Republic  of  Fredonia  (1826)  and  the  red,  white  and  green 
flag  of  Mexico  (1821-1836).  Three  others,  the  Lone  Star  flag.  Stars  and  Bars  and  Stars 
and  Stripes  were  yet  to  be  hoisted. 


Blake,  R.  B. ,  Historic  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  page  16 


Again  it  is  James  in  The  Raven  who  tells  us  that  "Alcalde  Sterne,  in  1833,  certified 
that  the  town  had  a  total  of  1272  inhabitants?  319  bachelors,  291  spinsters,  122  married 
couples,  9  widowers,  34  widows,  375  minors  under  16  years  of  age." 

Great  power  and  prestige  became  centered  in  Nacogdoches.  The  Who’s  Who  list  by 
1833  included  the  Henry  Raguet  family,  the  Adolphus  Sterne  menage,  Sam  Houston,  Thomas 
J.  Rusk,  Colonel  Frost  Thorne,  Haden  Edwards,  Charles  S.  Taylor,  John  S.  Roberts,  Win. 

G.  Logan,  Dr.  James  H.  Starr,  John  Durst,  William. B»  Ochiltree,  Murray  Orton,  William 
Hart,  Richard  Parmalee,  and  dozens  of  others  whose  names  and  deeds  are  recorded  in  Texas 
history.  Too,  Stephen  F.  Austin  was  in  Nacogdoches  on  frequent  occasions.  Oaths  of 
aUeipLenee  were  administered  fey  Ifadean  authorities  at  Nacogdoches  to  James  Bowie  and 
Davy  Crockett. 

The  Battle  of  Nacogdoches,  August  2-3,  1832,  was  fought  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Raguets.  This  marked  the  opening  break  with  Me3d.ee  which  resulted  in  the  Texas  Re¬ 
volution  of  1836.  The  Bustamente  Law  of  1830  forbade  further  inmgratiQn  from  the 
United  States  while  permitting  Europeans  to  come  in  unhindered.  Americans  were  in¬ 
furiated  and  so  esqpressed  themselves.  For  protection  the  ifedxan  garrison  was  doubled 
in  1830.  Colonel  Piedrag  demanded  the  surrender  of  all  arms.  This  the  American  citizens 
refused  to  do.  Then  came  the  showdown,  August  3,  1832.  Bit  during  the  night  Colonel 
Piedras  retreated  westward  toward  the  Angelina  River.  Colonel  James  Bowie  reached 
Nacogdoches  after  the  battle  and  agreed  t©  convey  the  ifetiLcan  troop  prisoners  to  San 
Antonio.  It  was  a  brief  but  fierce  struggle. 


Blake,  R.  B. ,  Historic  Nacogdoches.  Texas,  page  11 


What  must  have  been  the  emotions  of  the  Henry  Raguet  family  arriving  as  they  did, 
the  year  after  the  Battle  of  Nacogdoches?  The  family  must  have  been  undaunted  for  at 
once  Henry  Raguet  purchased  property  in  what  was  called  by  one  writer  "the  Anglo-Saxon 
neighborhood."  He  built  a  large  residence,  the  only  one  in  the  block,  on  Pilar  Street. 

To  the  right  was  the  Adolphus  Sterne  home  (now  a  Memorial  library  and  museum)  and  to  j 

the  left  the  three-story  home  of  Colonel  Frost  Thorne.  Other  prominent  citizens  lived 
near.  Writers  have  much  to  say  of  the  wide  veranda  of  the  Raguet  home.  Here  host 
Raguet  greeted  his  guests,  Marcia  Ann  at  his  side. 

One  of  the  most  frequent  guests  was  Sam  Houston.  Even  from  the  first  he  admired 
Anna  the  beautifully  educated  charming  daughter.  To  write  of  Nacogdoches  is  to  write 
of  the  love  and  devotion  of  Houston  for  the  beantiful  seventeen  year  old  Anna. 
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Houston,  himself,  was  forty.  This  seemed  to  deter  him  not  at  all.  It  was  evident  that 
Houston  contemplated  marriage  to  Anna  for  in  1833  he  engaged  the  services  of  Jonas 
Harrison  to  secure  a  divorce  for  Mm  from  his  wife,  Eliza  Allen.  However,  divorces 
were  not  granted  under  JfedLcan  law  so  nothing  came  of  the  divorce  application.  Houston 
haunted  the  Raguet  home:  In  haphazard  fashion  he  studied  Spanish  with  Anna  the  teacher, 

he  listened  with  rapt  attention  as  she  played  for  him  on  the  harp.  He  even  wrote  poetry 
about  his  loved  Anna  and  presented  the  manuscripts  to  her.  When  he  was  away  he  wrote 
frequently  to  her.  When  he  was  preparing,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Texas  Army,  to 
do  battle  with  General  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  she  busied  herself  part  of  the  night  fashioning 
an  "armor"  for  him  to  wear.  Without  this  he  felt  he  mist  not  wear  his  sword.  Before  his 
departure  it  was  Anna  Raguet  who  knotted  the  armor.  She  even  snipped  a  lock  of  his  hair 
as  a  token  of  remembrance.  Even  from  the  battle  area  he  wrote  Ama,  sending  the  letters 
by  his  Secretary  and  personal  physician.  Dr.  Robert  Anderson  Irion.  Officers  from  Fort 
Jessup  (between  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  and  Nacogdoches,  Texas),  found  occasion  to  visit 
Nacogdoches  which  actually  meant  Anna  in  the  Raguet  home.  Houston’s  courtship  continued. 
Dr.  Irion  delivered  the  letters  and  messages  to  Ama.  He  was,  indeed,  John  Alden, 

When  Texas  had  won  her  freedom  and  Sam  Houston  had  become  President  of  the  Republic, 
he  issued  a  proclamation  giving  his  authority  to  Judge  Shelby  Oorzine  to  try  his  applieat- 
ion  for  divorce  .in  the  District  Court  of  San  Augustine  County  (although  Congress  was  given 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  such  matters).  President  Houston’s  attorney,  W.  G.  Anderson, 
used  the  same  petition  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  James  Harrison,  The  divorce  was  granted 
April  8,  1837,  but  this  proceeding  did  not  satisfy  the  scruples  of  Anna  Raguet  and  she 
apparently  abandoned  any  plans  she  nay  have  had  for  manying  Sam  Houston.  Anna,  a 
beautiful  blonde,  was  an  Episcopalian. 


Letter  dated  September 


san  Miles 


Dr.  Robert  Anderson  Irion,  Secretary  of  State  under  Houston,  learned  of  the  final 
rift  between  Ama  Raguet  and  Sam  Houston  and  persuaded  Ama  to  become  his  wife.  They 
were  married  March  29#  1840. 


Banks,  G.  Stanley.  Letter  dated  September  20,  1959#  quoting  Excerpt  from  Handbook  of  Texas 


A 

Upon-  learning  of  the  marriage,  the  doughty  Houston,  sent  messages  of  good  wishes  along 
with  a  gift.  Dr.  Irion  and  Anna,  in  turn,  named  their  first  bom  Sam  Houston  Irion.  Dr, 
Irion  built  an  attractive  home  on  Mb  Street  in  Nacogdoches,  a  block  from  the  Henry  Raguet 
hams. 


Prosperity  came  to  Nacogdoches.  It  was  a  town  of  contented  happy  people.  Henry  and 
Marcia  Am  Raguet1 s  family  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  Nacogdoches  University,  founded 
in  1845#  provided  superior  schooling  for  those  needing  such  an  institution.  The  Dr.  Robert 
Ann  Raguet  Irion  family  grew  in  size.  The  birth  of  Sam  Houston  Irion  was  followed  by 
Harriet,  Julia,  Robert  and  James.  Anna’s  daughter,  Harriet  later  married  Lawrence  Taylor 
(son  of  Charles  S.  Taylor).  AH  became  useful  well-to-do  citizens.  Julia  Irion  married 
J,  I.  Heard  and  their  son,  J.  R.  Irion  married  Ewing  Calhoun  Brownrigg, 
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The  Nacogdoches  Census  list  ©f  1850  reports; 


Raguet,  Henry,  54,  M,  farmer  $20,000.00 
w  ,  Mercy  (Marcia)  50,  female 
"  ,  Anna  Irion,  32,  female 

n  ,  Condy  (Aconda)  27,  M,  merchant  $5,000.00 
w  ,  Henry  W. ,  25,  M,  merchant  $5,000.00 

11  ,  Autlan  (Augusta  Amelia),  19,  female 

"  g  Mariah,  (Mary),  17,  female 
™  ,  Charles  M. ,  15,  M,  clerk 


The  I860  Nacogdoches  Census  list  shows; 


Raguet , 

Henry, 

64, 

M, 

$20,000.00 

n 

» 

Mercy, 

60, 

female 

» 

Condy, 

38, 

M, 

merchant , 

16,000.00 

n 

$ 

Henry, 

34, 

M, 

merchant. 

$40,000.00 

19 

f 

Mary, 

25, 

female 

If 

$ 

Charles 

M., 

23, 

M,  druggist,  $2,500.00 

Dr.  Robert  A.  Irion,  in  I860  was  nearing  54  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Anna  Raguet 
Irion  was  nearing  or  was  already  forty  years  old.  Augusta  Amelia  was  married.  Henry 
W.  did  not  marry  until  he  was  34.  Condy' s  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  A.  Simpson  was 
February  8,  1853. 


Marriage  Records  of  Nacogdoches  County.  Vol.  8.  page  112 

Condy  (remember  this  was  the  family  or  sire  name  of  the  wife  of  Claudius  Paul) 
married  the  beautiful  Frances  (Fannie)  A.  Simpson.  He  was  the  father  of  four; 


1/  Ama  R.  Raguet  who  married  Judge  Via.  Charleton  of  Dallas,  Texas 
2.  Marcia,  who  died  femesole 
3®  Fannie,  who  died  at  2  years  of  age 
4®  Henry  WJynkoep,  who  died  without  issue. 


In  a  statement  presented  by  Marcia  Hoskins  of  Austin,  Texas,  dated  October  5,  1959, 
meh  other  valuable  information  was  added  to  the  Raguet  family  history.  She  reports  that 
another  cousin,  Winston  Harwood,  also  ©f  Austin,  is  assembling  Raguet  data.  A  sister  of 
Miss  Hoskins,  Mrs.  Allen  Ingram  lives  in  San  Angelo,  Texas. 

Augusta  A.  Raguet,  it  is  stated#who  was  the  last  living  "bom  Nacogdoches"  Raguet, 
married  Baker  Blount  Hoskins. 

Further  in  his  statement,  Conde  Raguet  Hoskins  declares,  ......  "Jfy  name  is 

Conde  Raguet  Hoskins  j  I  have  a  son  named  Conde  Raguet  Hoskins  and  a  grandson  named 
Conde  Raguet  HqsMjis  -  all  spelled  Conde." 
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HosMns,  Conde  Raguet,  The  Raguets  of  Nacogdoches,  page  1 


Henry  and  Marcia  Ann  Raguet* s  daughter,  Augusta  Amelia  married  Leonard  Mortimer 
Thome.  Their  children  were  Leonard  M. ,  Condy  Raguet,  and  Emily  A.  The  father  died 
April  18,  1909,  his  wife  in  December  1902.  Use  L.  M.  Thornes  were  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  family  of  Manhattan,  New  York. 

Again  we  return  to  Henry  Raguet,  taown  as  Colonel  Raguet  in  Texas.  According  to 
James,  in  The  Raven .  Raguet  was  the  sort  of  man  Stephen  F.  Austin  would  have  welcomed 
at  San  Felipe.  "He  lived  in  the  best  house  in  town,  he  entertained  generously,  but 
as  Anna  was  the  apple  of  her  father's  eye,  it  was  not  everyone  who  was  brought  home  to 
hear  her  play  the  beautiful  French  harp  in  the  parlour.'1 


James  addss 

"The  American  set  (in  Nacogdoches)  was  sub-divided  into  classes  rangeing  from  the 
select  Raguet-Steme  uilieu  to  the  more  numerous  followers  of  an  ax-Mlssourian  known 
as  the  Ringed  Tailed  Panther,  reputed  to  have  eaten  raw  the  heart  of  an  Indian." 

When  the  demand  for  Texas  independence  intensified,  some  held  out  for  independence 
but  for  one  step  at  a  time.  This  group  included  Raguet.  But  the  Texas  arny  continued 
to  grow.  Sam  Houston  wrote  a  fairly  accurate  account  of  the  Battle  of  the  Alamo  (Marsh 
13 »  1836)  to  Colonel  Raguet. 

Trouble  with  neighboring  Indian  tribes  was  settled  by  angry  Nacogdoches  citizens  at 
a  time  that  Sam  Houston  was  away.  Upon  Houston's  return  he  angrily  made  a  speech  defend¬ 
ing  the  Indians.  This  tirade  estranged  Houston's  supporters  including  Henry  Raguet,  Thomas 
J.  Rusk,  and  Adolphus  Stem®. 


James,  M. ,  The  Raven,  page  309. 


^December  10,  1835,  Colonel  Raguet  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilence 
and  Safety  of  Nacogdoches.  On  February  9,  1837,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  there. 

This  is  not  a  history  of  Texas.  It  is  the  story  of  a  fine  family  living  there.  For 
information  concerning  the  fight  for  independence,  of  victory,  of  Texas  as  a  republic, 
of  its  annexation  to  the  United  States,  it  must  be  sought  elsewhere. 

Nacogdoches  practically  financed  the  Texas  Revolution,  feeding,  clothing,  and  arming 
the  men  pouring  in  from  the  United  States  to  defend  the  newly  declared  republic^  Henry 
Raguet  was  one  of  these  patriotic  finamcers  -  a  generous  one. 


Blake,  R.  B. ,  Historic  Nacogdoches.  Texas,  page  12 
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After  the  revolution,  after  the  republic  came  peace  and  prosperity.  Texas  had 
established  herself  as  a  power  to  be  reckoned  with.  And  always  at  the  front  for  any 
soye  for  the  betterment  of  Texas  in  general  and  Nacogdoches  in  particular  was  Henry 
Raguet  and  his  family.  Condy,  Henry,  and  now  Charles  Mansfield  were  with  him  heart 
and  soul. 

Then  came  the  Civil  War.  Texas  had  no  hesitation  in  her  decision  to  join  the 
Confederacy.  No  other  course  was  conceivable. 

To  Imow  was  to  do.  A  company  for  home  protection  was  organized  in  June,  1861. 
Commanding  this  company  were? 


1st  Lieut. 

— 

A.  B.  Eddins 

2nd  " 

* 

J.  B.  Box 

3rd  « 

- 

Win.  Tindall 

1st  Sgt. 

J.  F.  Itagrafa; 

2nd  «! 

— 

Sam  H.  Stone 

3rd  •« 

— 

E®  N.  Poole 

4th  " 

- 

James  Baugh 

1st  Corporal 

John  Johnson 

2nd  « 

- 

N.  V.  Baugh 

3rd  " 

— 

A.  Tindall 

4th  " 

«* 

Amos  Rogers 

Musicians 

— 

Win.  Rogers  ai 

This  group  was  'known  as  Company  of  Volunteer  Militia  Infantry,  3rd  B  fcigade. 

Reverend  George  L.  Crockett  compiled  from  meabry  and  research  the  names  of  many  in 
Captain  Henry  W.  Raguet* s  Co.  B,  4th  Texas  Regiment. 


Officers  weres 


Captain 
1st  Lt. 
2nd  Lt. 
3rd  Lt. 
Qrd.  Sgt. 


Henry  W.  Raguet 
Charles  Finley 

F.  M.  Rainbolt 

G.  B.  Grain 
Alf  Griffith 


Rev.  G.  1.  Crockett  papers.  Stephen  F.  Austin  State  Teachers  College 


Among  the  privates  were? 

R.D.  Orton  -  A. A.  Nelson  -  William  Hardwick  -  Jesse  Lee  -  Jas  Stroede  -  James  Rogers  - 
Bennett  Allen  -  Frank  Starr  -  Ben  Risk  -  Win.  Slay  -  Thos.  Langston  -  W.L.  Alexander  -  Mitch 
Weatherly  -  Moss  Russell  -  John  Dorty  -  J.H.  MacldLntoch  -  A.J.  Hill  ~  Joe  Sharp  -  George 
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Sutphen  -  N.  Coales  -  Jas  Thomas  -  Marion  Rudd  -  Tobe  Scroggin  -  H.  Weatherly  -  Charles 
Garrett  -  Jesse  Jones  -  Tom  Ochiltree  -  ftxfus  Brittain  -  Bill,  Yarboro  -  Sam  Stone  -  John 
Me  Knight  •=■  J.C.  Harris  -  A.  Acrey  -  JkJS.  Harwell  -  T.J.  Millard  -  Bud  Weaver  ~  Charles 
Hague t  -  Bud  Morgan. 

Although  this  list  is  inconplete  we  notice  names  quite  familiar,  such  as  Ben  Rusk, 

W.  L.  Alexander,  Tom  Ochiltree,  Charles  Raguet,  Frank  Starr,  and  others. 

Other  companies  were  organized  in  Nacogdoches  County.  One  was  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  L 
Alexander,  President  of  Nacogdoches  University.  Others  were  Capt.  J.  N.  Llewelling,  Capt. 

F.  Voight,  and  Capt.  Wm.  Clark.  All  male  students  in  the  University  above  1.6  years  of  age 
volunteered  for  military  service.  Capt.  Raguet" s  Co.  H  was  later  attached  to  Riely's  4th 
Texas  Cavalry,  later  known  as  Tom  Green's  Cavalry  and  Hardeman's  Brigade. 


Mayfield,  J.  E.,  "Nacogdoches  Traditions'*  Sentinal .  January  24,  1920 


Henry  Wj  now  Captain  Henry  W. Raguet,  December  IB,  1860  married  Miss  Pamela  Oren  Starr, 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  H.  Starr.  This  marriage  is  recorded  in  Book  B,  page  325,  certificate 
613.  This  marriage  took  place  about  six  months  before  he  left  with  the  Confederate  troops 
to  fight  in  New  Mexico. 

Charles  Mansfield  Raguet  who,  in  the  I860  census  was  listed  as  a  druggist,  born  in 
Ota©  and  23  years  of  age,  was  not  married  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment.  Records  show  that 
he  was  for  a  time  stationed  in  El  Paso,  Texas  (at  Fort  BUss)  and  that  he  was  in  the  Battle 
of  Glorieta  Pass  at  a  later  date.  After  this  battle  a  letter  written  by  W.  L.  Alexander, 
an  officer  in  the  Confederate  army  who  also  fought  in  the  Glorieta  Pass  (sometimes  called 
Apache  Canyon) ,  speaks  of  "Charlie  Raguet  a  passenger  on  the  stage  leaving  Franklin  (now 
El  Paso)  for  San  Antonio  (about  May  31,  1862)."  %  this  time  the  Confederates  had  with¬ 

drawn  from  New  Mexico.  It  mist  have  been  a  sorrowful  grieving  brother  who  left  New  Mexico 
and  West  Texas. 

It  is  our  Reverend  Crockett  who  teUs  us  that  one  guard  unit  known  as  Company  of 
Volunteer  Militia  Infantry  was  later  transferred  to  the  Confederate  Army  (June,  186l)  and 
attached  to  the  Confederate  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


Crockett,.  G»_i.  Notes  of  Stephen  F.  Austin  State  Teachers  College.  Nacogdoches  files 


Dr..S*  A,  Irion,  husband  of  Anna  Raguet  Irion  died  in  1861®  Some  time  after  his  death 
his  wife,  Anna,  went  to  live  in  Overton,  Texas.  There  she  died  November  &t  1882.  Sh@  was 
buried  in  Marshall,  Texas,  in  the  Raguet  family  plot® 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil.  War,  Henry  and  Marcia  Ann  Towers  Raguet  were  living  in 
Naaogdoches  as  were  their  children  Condy,  Anna,  Henry,  Mary  and  Charles.  Augusta  Amelia 
(Raguet)  Thorne  was  the  only  one  living  elsewhere.  Her  home  was  New  York. 
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These  generations  of  Raguets  were  distinguished  people,  loved  by  aH  who  knew  them. 
They  were  tall  and  well  proportioned,  blonde,  and  without  exception  handnome.  Major 
Henry  W.  Raguet,  true  to  type  was,  according  to  chronicler  Conde  Raguet  Hoskins,  .  .  .  . 
.  .  .  .  “definitely  blonde,  upward  of  six  feet,  athletic  and  affable." 


Hoskins,  Condy  Raguet,  The  Raguet s  of  Nacogdoches,  page  1 
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3.  Nacogdoches  Volunteers  in  New  MeirieQ 


New  Merieo,  self-named  the  Land  of  Enchantment,  has  much,  to  offer.  It  has  and  has 
had  magnificent  potentialities.  Yet  many  have  come  and  had  their  hopes  and  dreams  crushed 
to  earth.  Cabeza  de  Vaca,  Goronada,  Espejo,  Qnate  -  all  came  with  high  hopes  and  dreams. 
The  old  Rio  Grande  River  has  seen  them  some  and  go,  hopes  gone  and  dreams  unrealized. 
Entirely  unknown  to  any  of  them  such  a  fate  lay  ahead  for  the  Confederate  Artqy  and  the 
Nacogdoches  Volunteers. 

What  probably  this  army  did  not  Jmow  was  that  New  Meiaco  was,  in  a  way,  barren  of 
stores  and  supplies  and  normal  food  crops.  For  two  years  prior  to  1862,  there  had  been 
a  succession  of  droughts.  Prospects  were  slim  for  the  year  1862.  Cavalry  mounts  were  in 
poor  condition  and  range  horses  were  of  little  value  for  the  military.  The  time  element 
was  important.  As  an  example,  it  took  two  months  to  get  supplies  from  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  by  ox  train,  to  Fort  Union,  some  700  Mies  away. 


Keleher,  W.  A.,  Tumult  in  New  Mexico,  page  147 


Too,  neighboring  territory  had  little  to  offer  the  newcomers  for  deserts  and  barren 
rugged  mountains  surround  New  Mexico.  No  ar^y  could  possibly  "live  on  the  country”  either 
fcy  seizure  or  purchase. 

An  authority  on  rations  in  New  Mexico  is  Lee  Jfyers  of  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico.  An 
article  in  the  El  Paso,  Texas,  Times  ©f  August  28,  1958,  tells  of  Mr.  J^er*s  years  of 
research.  He  carried  a  cross-index  file,  comprehensive  and  complete  relating  to  frontier 
military  life.  Bacon,  beans,  and  salt  pork  were  eonmom.  rations  along  with  hardtack  and 
coffee.  Also  issued  at  some  posts  was  a  dissicated  food  (forerunner  of  today*s  dehydrated 
foods)  consisting  of  layers  of  kiln-dried  cabbage  leaves,  turnip  tops,  shredded  carrots, 
parsnips  and  a  suggestion  of  onion  all  pressed  into  a  cake.  When  planning  to  use  this, 
the  "cake"  was  first  soaked  and  then  slowly  cooked  for  the  army  men.  Soldiers  declared 
this  concoction  ......  H should  be  put  before  swine  rather  than  soldiers.'*  In  an 

effort  to  combat  scurvy  great  quantities  of  vinegar  were  used.  DrdnMng  water  was  kept, 
as  a  rule,  in  barrels  and  allowed  to  "settle"  preferably  overnight. 

2h  coming  to  the  West,  the  Confederates  hoped  to  annex  what  is  now' New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
Colorado  and  California  to  the  Confederacy.  By  controlling  California  and  its  coastline, 
it ^  would  then  have  shipping  ports  to  aH  points  in  the  world.  It  was  firmly  believed  that 
this  could  be  done.  Today  we  can  evaluate  the  wisdom  of  this  course.  New  Mexico  mist  first 
be  controlled  then  the  other  territories  would  fall  in  line.  New  Mexico  represented  Victory 
and  Hope. 

So  the  Nacogdoches  Volunteers  after  receiving  a  rousing  goodwill  farewell,  headed  for 
San  Antonio  on  the  well-marked  King*s  Highway, 

Colonel  Sibley  who  had  resigned  from  the  U.  S.  Army  in  May,  1861,  was  named  leader 
©f  this  "Conquer  the  Southwest"  movement.  Best  known  and  certainly  the  most  vocal  of  the 
defecting  Union  officers,  he  was  more  a  mechanical  engineer  than  a  fighting  leader.  He, 
incidentally,  was  the  inventor  of  the  Sibley  tent  and  Sibley  arcy  stove  then  much  in  use. 
Leaving  Fort  Marcy,  at  Santa  Fe,  he  reached  Fort  BUss,  El  Paso,  already  in  the  hands  of 
the  Confederates. 
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Keleher,  W.  A.,  Turmoil  in  New  Mexico,  page  145 


Sibley’s  official  title  was  Brigadier  General  as  well  as  Conmander  of  the  Army  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  in  the  Southwest.  He  headed  the  group  of  Texans  en- 
route  before  long  from  San  Antonio  to  Fort  Bliss,  El  Paso.  These  Confederates  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  Texas  Army,  the  Texans,  and  the  Texas  Volunteers. 

Not  aU  the  problems  at  this  time  were  those  of  Colonel  Robert  Baylor  and  General 
Henry  Hopkins  Sibley.  Major  R.  S.  Canty,  in  command  of  the  Federal  Troops  in  New  Mexico 
(June,  1861)  was  faced  by  lack  of  funds,  untrained  recruits  as  well  as  constant  iidian 
troubles.  Indian  tribes  in  New  Mexico  seemed  to  sense  the  tension  and  therefore  did 
their  worst.  Many  other  problems  hampered  Major  Canty  in  any  attempt  to  turn  back  the 
<  Confederates  at  the  New  Mexico  border. 


Keleher,  ¥.  A.,  Turmoil  in  New  Mexico,  page  155 


A  record  of  troops  present  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Bliss  March  31,  1861,  is  not 
available,  according  to  Colonel  M.  H.  ThomHnson,  author  of  The  Garrison  at  Fort  Bliss  — 
1849  -  1916.  Under  orders  of  February  18,  1861,  of  General  Twigg,  Commander  of  the 

Department  of  Texas,  Colonel  Reeve  . . surrendered  Fort  Bliss  to  the  local 

Confederate  commissioners  Iforeh  31,  1861.  As  soon  as  transportation  for  rations  and 
baggage  could  be  arranged,  the  garrison  was  marched  to  Central  Texas.  July,  1861,  Lt. 
Colonel  Baylor  of  the  Texas  Mounted  Rifles,  arrived  at  Fort  Bliss.  At  once  he  set  to 
work  to^  organize  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  for  the  Confederacy.  MesiHa  (near  Las  Cruces, 
New  Merico)  was  the  capital.  Some  troops  were  sent  on  to  Tucson,  at  that  time  in  the 
New  Mexican  territory. 


IhomHanson,  M.  M. ,  Garrison  at  Fort  Bliss .  pages  13—14 


Describing  MesiHa,  The  El  Paso  Herald- Post  once  said,  ........  "Two  miles  west 

of  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico, was  a  little  adobe  village  of  MesiHa  already  over  a  hundred 
years  old.  The  1600  inhabitants  prospered.  And  now  Mesilla  became  the  Southwestern 
Confederate  capital." 


Herald  Post .  El  Paso,  Texas,  March  26,  1959 


It  is  almost  impossible  to  visualize  the  El  Paso  of  one  hundred  years  ago  for  today 
the  city  in  the  Pass  of  the  North  has  a  population  of  over  260,000.  This  city  has  many 
problems.  The  southern  terminal  of  the  Rooty  Mountains  reaches  down  into  the  heart  of 
the  city.  It  ^cannot  etyand  south  for  there  is  the  Rio  Grande  River  and  on  the  other  side 
Oj,  the . river  is  Old  Mexico.  To  the  north  and  west  are  the  New  Meric©  state  lines.  The 
mountain  slopes  are  too  steep  for  development.  It  seems  to  be  a  revision  of  an  old  ad¬ 
monition  for  El  Paso  has  nothing  to  do  but  .  .  .  .  .  "Go  east,  El  Paso,  go  east.  Hedge 
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hop  over  Biggs  Field,  Fort  Bliss  and  International  Airport  way  out  to  Hueco  Tanks." 


But  what  of  El  Paso  of  1861?  It  was  then  Imown  as  Franklin.  No  one  could  be  more 
of  an  authority  on  the  early  days  of  the  town  than  Owen  White,  reputed  to  be  the  first 
American  child  born  in  the  sleepy  pueblo.  His  book.  Out  of  the  West  is  a  priceless 
treasure.  He  teUs  us:  "Its  population  was  400",  then  ........  "Sergeant 

Fetieolas,  in  reporting  Franklin  said  (1859-1860)  .........  "Franklin  is  an 

interesting  place  on  some  accounts  ........  The  bridge  across  the  acequia 

(irrigation  ditch)  is  the  market  place  of  the  town.  Here  the  M@ad.eans  bring  their 
baskets  of  lettuce,  onions,  peloncillas  (native  sugar  cones)  and  little  nance  pies, 
and  to  this  place  the  soldiers  saunter  during  the  morning  to  trade  old  clothes,  meat 
and  paper  for  the  articles  for  sale.  Here,  too,  the  sentinal  with  his  gun  is  posted 
as  a  sort  of  police  guard  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  town  but  happily  he  has  nothing 
to  do.  "Quarters"  were  a  large  room  in  an  adobe  building  with  a  plaza  in  front  and  a 
court  in  the  rear." 


Mrs.  Katherine  D.  Shoes,  in  a  monograph  published  in  the  Las  Cruces  Citizen,  gave  a 
graphic  description  of  MesiUa  in  the  1860's.  She  was  an  authority  for  she  had  lived 
most  of  her  84  years  in  IfesiUa  and  .Las  Cruces.  She  wrote, 

"Those  in  sympathy  with  the  Southern  cause  in  Mesilla  were  organized  using  the 
simple  name,  'The  Cause*.  They  hoped  to  turn  over  Fort  Fillmore  and  all  its  properties 
to  the  South.  .......  After  the  manner  of  General  Twigg  at  Fort  Bliss.  When  the 

Attack  on  Fillmore  was  called  off  (because  the  fort  had  been  alerted  and  was  ready  for 
the  attack).  Colonel  Baylor  with  250-300  troops  then  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  at  the  Santa 
TomAs  ferry,  then  marched  Xiagurly  into  Mesilla  where  (if  the  Mesilla  T1  mgs  is  correct) 
they  were  received  with  acclamations  of  joy.  There  were  vivas  and  hurrahs.  No  shot  had. 
been  fired  from  Fillmore  and  no  sortie  made  in  defense  of  Mesilla.  Next  day  a  Hanger 
unit  captured  the  U.  3,  mail  eoaefa  south  of  Dona  Ana  (just  above  Las  Cruces)  and  brought 
it  into  Mesilla  admidst  wild  cheers." 


Cruces,  Citizen.  July  8,  19f 


As  to  Fort  Fillmore,  the  U.  S.  government  in  1852  had  established  Fort  Fillmore, 
miles  south  of  Mesilla  to  fortify  against  the  Apaches.  Today  it  has  aU  but  been 
obliterated  as  the  adobe  buildings  returned  to  what  they  once  were  -  the  earth.  But 
by  midsummer,  1861,  Lt.  Colonel  Baylor  proclaimed  the  lower  region  of  New  MeadLeo  in  bis 
possession.  It  was  a  well  equipped  Confederate  army  out  in  the  Southwest.  New  uniforms , 
good  guns,  saddles  and  horses  -  what  more  could  be  needed?  It  is  R.  L.  Kerby  in  Thq 
SSXf’stSIISJsi,  Irgagion..  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  who  appraises  these  TexaJ^lfs,  ...... 

"These  men  were  ......  3500  of  the  best  that  ever  threw  leg  over  a  horse  .  «  . 

.....  all  around  men,  natural  born  soldiers,  under  25  with  a  liberal  sprinkling  of 

older  men.  They  would  keep  faith  as  long  as  the  Confederacy  did  not  tiy  to  curb  theiap 
.egianee  to  Texas  or  their  ideals  of  liberty. " 
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Kerby,  R.  L. ,  Confederate  Invasion  of  Mew  Mexico  and  Arizona,  page  5? 


Many  in  JfesiHa  escaped  civil  or  judicial  duty  during  the  occupation,  "those  trying 
months."  It  was  one  Pierre  Duvalde  who  even  stretched  a  point  by  declaring  himself  a 
subject  of  the  Emperor  of  France. 


Las  Cruses  Citizen.  April  2,  1959 


So  far  the  Confederates  had  tasted  nothing  tat  victory.  This  new  land  outside  of 
Texas  intrigued  them  even  though  it  differed  greatly  from  their  own  Lone  Star  State. 
Fort  Bliss,  which  means  Franklin  (11  Paso)  was  a  bright  oasis  after  their  long  800  mile 
march  across  Texas.  One  of  Captain  Eaguet's  men,  later  to  become  his  SiSsS^-in-law, 
wrote  December  20,  1861,  from  Fort  Bliss s 


"About  half  of  our  company  has  been  sick  but  they  seem  to  be  doing  well  at  present. 
General  Sibley's  command  is  getting  up  now.  There  are  two  regiments  camped  25  miles 
below  here  (Fort  Bliss)  and  they  are  expecting  the  third  regiment  every  day.  Captain 

Rusk  and  Hardeman's  companies  arrived  a  few  days  since  on  their  way  up  country.  They 
are  all  in  good  health  and  anxious  for  a  fight.  Colonel  Baylor  also  went  with  all  of 
his  command  except  one  company.  I  think  they  have  just  gone  to  Craig  (Fort  Craig)  to 
look  around  and  try  to  draw  out  the  cavalry  and  give  them  a  thrashing. 

I  got  the  clothing  you  sent  to  ae  by  Major  Henry  Raguet  and  it  will  be  of  great 
service  to  me  if  I  should  have  to  go  out  this  winter  but  I  think  there  is  poor  prospect 
of  our  company  (Nacogdoches  unit)  going  out  this  winter  if  the  boys  keep  getting  sick. 

I  am  in  good  health  and  hope  I  stay  that  way. 


Tour  son, 

Milam"  (end  of  quote) 


T  S  Letters  of  Papers  of 


Sibley's  arny  of  New  Mexico  consisted  of  3  regiments  of  mounted  infantry,  5  companies 
under  Lt  Colonel  Baylor,  2  batteries  and  3  independent  companies  -  nearly  3,500  men.  All 
thoughts  constantly  turned  to  Fort  Union  to  the  north.  Here  were  stored  vast  army  supplies 
valued  at  $275,000.00  in  eastern  prices.  James  A.  Bennett,  a  Dragoon,  in  his  Forts  and 
Forays  tells  us,  ......  "Commenced  building  a  fort.  Kit  Carson's  place  is  nearby.” 

Thas  was  May  15,  X8§X.  By  October  8,  1851,  he  wrote  in  his  diary,  ........  "Fort 

Union  now  nearly  built." 
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Bennett,  J.  A.  Forts  and  Forays  page  26 


Dragoon  Bennett  did  much  traveling  for  February  21,  1856  he  rejoined  his  company  in 
Fort  Fillmore  and  was  then  enroute  to  the  mountains  in  pursuit  of  Indians,  ....... 

"who  stole  the  little  drumner  boy  at  Fort  Bliss." 


Bennett,  J.  A.  Forts  and  F orays  page  78 


As  an  aside  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Oamby  (at  Fort  Craig)  was  one  of  the 
Fort  Union  planners.  It  was  built,  ......  "to  serve  as  a  supply  base  even  from  the 

time  of  the  arrival  of  General  S.  ¥.  Kearney  in  1846.  The  base  was  enlarged  during  the 
Civil  War.  Jfeny  desired  to  call  it  Fort  Kearney  but  it  was  thought  wiser,  to  use  the  word 
'Union*  to  remind  the  men  (troops)  of  the  cause  they  served." 


Father  Stanley,  Fort  Union  pages  56-57 


For  an  understanding  of  the  Indian  problems  in  southern  New  MejdLe©  it  would  be  wise 
to  read  Dr.  C.  L.  Sonnichsen *s,  Mescalero  Apaches.  This  was  their  homeland  in  the  beginning. 
There  seemed  to  be  a  complete  lack  of  understanding  between  the  Indian  Agents  and  the 
Apaches.  Dr.  Sonnichsen  makes  a  complete  analysis  of  this  divergence  of  opinion.  He  adds, 
"It  is  true  the  Indian  problems  of  I860  cannot  be  compared  with  those  of  previous  years. 

In  the  1830's  and  1840's  Indians  made  life  almost  inpossible  except  In  pueblos  ...... 

"Every  road  was  beset,  every  outlying  ranch  in  constant  danger.  From  the  Jornado  del 
Muerte  to  the  outskirts  of  Chihuahua,  they  took  what  they  wanted  and  did  as  they  pleased." 


Sonnichsen,  C. 


L. ,  Mescalero  Apaches,  page  54 


Mesilla,  according  to  an  article  by  Mrs.  Katherine  D.  Stoes  published  in  the  Las 
Cruces  .Citizen  April  16,  1953,  prided  itself  on  its  courthouse  on  the  plaza.  Mesilla 
was  then  the  capital  of  the  Gadsden  Purchase.  This  building,  cornering  the  plaza  had  high 
"pigeon"  windows  with  iron  rejas  (gratings).  It  also  contained  the  county  prison  often  .  . 
••••••  "crowded  with  sinners  who  spoke  different  tongues."  Bi 11 y  the  Kid  later  was 

to  call  Mesilla  home  and  was  later  tried  in  the  town's  pool  hall. 

Fort  Fillmore ,  abandoned  by  Union  forces  so  unexpectedly  in  1862  as  the  Confederates 
prepared  to  advance,  was  the  strategic,  economic  and  social  center  giving  protection  to 
pony  egress  riders,  stage  coaches  and  people  in  the  pueblos.  It  provided  a  market  fop 
hay, .grains  and  provisions.  Doctors  stationed  there  answered  calls  in  the  adjoining 
territory.  Square  adobe  houses  sat  around  a  aruadrangle  open  to  the  river  on  the  west. 

It  was  not  a  walled  fort  as  the  main  highway  passed  between  the  fort  and  Its  gardens.  A 
sentry  was  ld,lled  almost  nightly  by  arrows  in  the  hands  of  Indians.  For  a  complete  de¬ 
tailed  report  on  Fort  Fillmore,  read  lydia  Spencer  Lane's,  I  Married  A  Soldier.  She  lived 
there  until  the  time  of  the  Confederate  invasion. 
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Valverde,  isolated  and  alone,  is  almost  beyond  description.  It  was  a  bit  of  heaven 
to  those  staggering  from  the  Jornado  del  Muerte.  "Black  Mesa"  (Contradera)  rises  like  a 
sombre  wall  just  north  of  Fort  Craig.  This  "wall"  is  a  volcanic  overflow  at  times  300 
feet  high  and  at  least  three  miles  long.  A  bosque  (thicket)  of  cottonwoods  and  tornillo 
filled  part  of  the  area  to  the  North.  Arroyas  lead  to  the  Mesa  on  the  North  side. 

* 

Even  though  less  danger  of  Indian  attacks  in  the  I860 'a,  there  was  still  the  desert 
to  contend  with,  the  terrific  sumier  heat,  lack  of  vegetation  and  water  and  the  seemingly 
endless  stretches  of  sand  to  endure.  Possibly  W.  L.  Ormsby,  lone  passenger  on  the  first 
Butterfield  coach  to  San  Francisco,  wrote  in  the  summer  of  1858  some  true  facts: 


"A  few  hours'  ride  brought  us  to  Franklin  City  (El  Paso)  on  the  Rio  Grande.  A  mile 
away  is  Fort  Bliss  ......  I  was  glad  to  get  out  of  Mesilla.  Between  Mesilla  and  Fort 

Fillmore  we  forded  the  Rio  Grande  -  at  this  point  an  insignificant  puddle.  At  our  backs 
were  the  Organ  Mountains,  the  debris  of  the  Rocky  Mountains." 


Ormsby,  W.  L.  The  Butterfield  Overland  Trail,  page  80 


Soon  Sibley  was  conducting  his  troops  northward.  Fort  HUss,  Fort  Fillmore,  Mesilla 
and  Dona  Ana  were  in  his  hands.  He  occupied  Fort  Thorn  early  in  February,  1862.  Then  he 
camped  7  miles  below  Fort  Craig  (called  by  Union  soldiers  the  prettiest  and  best  fort  in 
New  Mexico).  Four  days  later  he  camped  on  the  open  plain  two  miles  from  Craig.  Now  the 
Texans  crossed  the  river  passing  Fort  Craig  just  beyond  the  range  of  guns.  Here  they 
reached  a  ford  12  miles  above  and  5  miles  from.  Fort  Craig.  This  crossing  was  near  the  old 
parajo  (camp  site)  called  Valverde.  The  ensuing  battle  took  its  name  from  this  camp  site. 

Here  General  Sibley  transferred  Ms  command  to  Colonel  Thomas  Green.  Then  came  the 
struggle  for  victory.  For  two  days  the  Federals  under  Canty  (brother-in-law  of  Sibley) 
were  victorious. 

It  was  Major  Henry  W.  Raguet  who  may  have  swung  the  tide  of  the  battle.  He  was  placed 
m  command  of  the  extreme  left  end  and  supplied  with  sufficient  force  to  check  Canby's 
advance  and^ force  his  own  advance.  Meantime  the  Texans  suddenly  concentrated  on  the  opposite 
end  assaulting  the  Federal  line  where  it  was  now  weakest.  Ganby  soon  ordered  all  of  his 
men  who^had  crossed  the  river  to  recross  the  stream  and  return  to  Fort  Craig.  This  they 
did.  Sibley  demanded  the  surrender  of  Fort  Craig.  It  was  refused.  Lt  Colonel  Tom  Ochiltree 
was  one  of  the  officers  sent  to  Craig  to  demand  its  surrender.  Major  Raguet  was  wounded, 
though  not  seriously,  in  this  Battle  of  Falverde  fought  at  the  base  of  the  well  known  Black  ! 


Whxtford,  ¥.  C.  Colorado  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War,  page  6? 


The  Confederates  remained  in  camp  two  days  burying' the  dead  and  arranging  the  removal 
of  the  wounded  to  Socorro  (which  in  Spanish  means  succor  or  help).  Soon  the  troops  pushed 
up  the  Rio  Grande  to  towns  where  fresh  supplies  might  be  obtained.  At  that  time  they  had 
rations  for  five  days. 
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Sean* they  were  in  the  vicinity  ©£  Albuquerque  which  soon  was  taken.  Union  forces 
in  Santa  Fe  destroyed  those  supplies  that  could  not  be  carried,  evacuated  the  city  and 
went  to  Fort  Union.  So  to  Fort  Union  the  Texas  troops  planned  to  go.  And  soon. 

Colorado  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Fort  Union  until  March  22,  1862,  began  a  march 
to  re-capture  Santa  Fe  (Holy  Faith)  now  in  Confederate  hands.  %  an  odd  coincidence. 
Captain  Edward  W.  Wynkoop  of  Company  A  1st  Colorado  Volunteers,  wap  as  active  in  Federal 
ranks  as  Major  Raguet  was  for  the  Confederates.  Major  laguet ® sfnsother  was  Mrs.  Ann 
Wynkoop  Raguet  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Colorado  troops  camped  at  Kozlowski's  Ranch  near  the  old  Pecos  ruins.  Near 
was  Pigeon * s  Ranch  located  in  a  defile  of  Glorieta  Canyon.  Quite  by  accident  a  Federal 
detachment  gained  the  summit  in  this  canyon  when  suddenly  an  advance  guard,  making  a  turn 
in  the  road,  came  upon  a  Confederate  scouting  party  (in  advance  of  the  Teaans  heading  for 
Fort  Union).  The  southerners  had  no  idea  any  Federal  troops  were  near.  The  Texans  were 
made  prisoners  and  the  Volunteers  of  Colorado  advanced ^forewarned# on  the 'enemy. 


Whitford,  W.  C»,  Colorado  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War,  page  85 


Realizing  the  value  of  the  element  ©£  surprise,  those  from  Fort  Union  advanced 
hurriedly.  The  Confederates,  not  taowing  of  the  presence  of  the  Union  forces,  entered 
from  the  left  not  knowing  their  scouts  had  been  captured.  Sizing  up  the  situation.  Major 
Pyron  (General  Sibley^ had  remained  in  Santa  Fe),  felt  complete  confidence.  So  here,  with 
the  toon  forces  less  than  one-third  mile  away,  on  a  limited  open  space  began  the  Battle 
of  Glorieta  Pass.  How  incongruous!  Here  in  New  M@3d.eo,  beyond  the  borders  of  their  own 
states,  Texas  troops  fought  Colorado  soldiers.  Both  sides  sought  iMaedi&te  mastery. 

The  Confederates  halted,  unfurled  the  Lone  Star  flag  and  planted  in  the  road  its 
artillery .  Captain  Wynkoop  was  sent  out  as  a  Union  skirmisher.  Major  laguet  corananded 
the  center  of  the  Confederate  line.  Before  long,  however,  the  Texans  retired  to  the 
lower  end  of  the  open  space.  Some  fifty  Texans  were  taken  prisoner.  Before  nightfall 
the  Texans  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  bury  the  dead  and  care  for  the  wounded. 


Whatford,  W.  C„,  Colorado  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War,  page  93 


When  Pyron  and  his  men  arrived  at  the  given  time  next  morning,  he  found  the  field 
occupied  by  Federals  who  had  reserves  in  a  nearby  arroya.  The  battle  opened  in  a  gplch* 
Scurry  placed  Pyron  at  the  right  end,  Major  Raguet  in  the  center  (opposite  Company  A, 
Colorado  Volunteers  under  Wynkoop)  and  the  left  end  under  his  own  command.  Fighting 
was  desperate,  deadly  and  devastating.  Fresh  troops  were  brought  up  to  relieve  the 
Federals.  The  Confederates  had  n©  reserves.  Then  Major  Raguet  was  sent  up  an  arrcya 
slope  to  occupy  the  suaaiit  —  this  for  firing  advantage.  Every  inch  every  foot  of  the 
slope  was  contested.  Pyron  and  Raguet  seemed  to  be  everywhere  and  always  where  the 
fitting  was  fierest. 
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Before  long  the  supply  train  belonging  to  the  Texans,  somei  80  loaded  wagons,  was 
destroyed!  Majors  Raguet  and  Pyron  continued  their  furious  onslaught  with  rifles  and 
double-barreled  shotguns.  There  was  fighting  from  tree  to  tree,  bush  to  bush,  rock  to 
rock.  Some  shot  at  each  other  from  opposite  sides  of  the  same  bush.  Then,  says  Whit  ford, 
,;the  accomplished  Raguet,  the  chivalrous  Buekhalts,  the  brave  Lt.  Mills  fell  almost  at 
the  same  time.*1 

A  pathetic  incident  relates  to  the  death  of  Major  Henry  Raguet.  A  full-grown  but 
youthful  Colorado  Volunteer  told  his  Captain  Downing  of  a  dream  he  had  had  the  night 
before.  He  dreamed  he  was  shot  through  the  heart.  The  captain,  disturbed  by  this,  sent 
the  lad  from  the  battle  line  to  conduct  some  Confederate  prisoners  to  the  Federal  camp 
at  Kozlowski's  ranch.  But  before  long  his  captain  saw  the  lad  had  returned  and  had  re¬ 
sumed  his  old  place  among  the  men  on  the  bluff  at  Pigeon's  ranch.  Surprised  at  the  lad's 
return  it  was  remarked,  "If  you  still  want  to  engage  in  the  fight,  take  a  rifle  and  see 
if  you  can  hit  that  Confederate  officer  on  horseback"*  The  officer  was  about  40  rods  away 
in  the  field. 

The  Colorado  boy  took  deliberate  aim  and  fired  his  gun.  Major  Raguet  fell  from  the 
saddle  mortally  wounded.  A  Texas  sharpshooter,  observing  the  action,  at  once  discharged 
at  the  boy  a  rifle  bullet  which,  striking  his  gun,  glanced  from  it  and  pierced  the  lad's 
heart.  Turning  to  his  captain  he  gasped,  "I  told  you  something  would  happen". 


Whitford,  W.  C. ,  Colorado  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War,  page  11  Zt 


It  is  Keleher  in  Turmoil  in  New  Mexico  who  tells  us, 

"The  brave  and  chivalrous  Major  Raguet  fell  mortally  wounded  while  engaged  in  the 
last  and  most  desperate  conflict.  He  survived  long  enough  to  learn  the  results  of  the 
battle  and  then  died  with  loving  messages  on  his  expiring  lips," 


Keleher,  W. 


Turmoil  in  New  Mexico,  page  164 


"The  Confederates  killed  at  Glorieta  were  laid  side  by  side  in  a  great  trench  ex¬ 
cavated  in  a  level  spot  across  the  arroya  just  west  of  the  ranch  and  close  to  the  high 
ledge  of  high  rocks",  says  Whitford,  "the  depression  is  visible  today." 


Whitford,  W.  C»,  Colorado  Volunteers  in  New  Mexico,  page  125 


But  back  -in  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  where  his  boyhood  and  manhood,  were  spent,  in  beautiful 
Oak  Grove  Cemetery  there  stands  a  tall  native  granite  monument  embossed  near  its  point 
with  a  laurel  wreath.  Engraved  on  the  south  side  of  its  base  are  these  words i 
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19 HERE  LIE  THE  REMAINS  OF  MAJOR  HENRI  RAGUET  SON  OF  HENRY 
‘AND  MARCIA  ANN  RAGUET  HE  FELL  AT  TH£  BATTLE  OF  GLORIETA  NEW 
MEXICO  MARCH  28  1862  HE  WAS  WITHOUT  REPROACH  A  SOLDIER  WITH¬ 
OUT  FEAR" 


Interview  with  Mrs.  Alma  Houston 


The  battle  of  Giorieta  marked  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  Confederate  Army  of 
New  Mexico.  A  few  skirmishes  took  place  as  the  Texas  Volunteers  worked  their  way  south¬ 
ward,  The  Civil  War  in  New  Mexico  was  over.  Those  that  survived  the  campMgw  returned 
ia  the  liana  Star  State  as  best  they  could.  Any  history  will  complete  this  story. 

Conde  Raguet  Hoskins,  whose  official  statement  has  been  quest ed  from  time  to  time  adds 
this  further  inf ormat ions  \ 


"Major  Charles  Raguet  (he  had  served  in  his  brother’s  Company  H  in  New  Mexico).  % 
uncle,  then  living  in  Marshall,  Texas,  was  the  administrator  of  the  Raguet  estate.  After 
Ms  death  his  son  had  possession  of  these  records.  Following  this  son’s  death,  his  widow 
seld  the  Raguet  papers  to  the  University  of  Texas.  The  early  Raguet  papers  of  the  Republic 
and  ^arly  statehood  are  in  the  Archives  of  the  State  Library  in  Austin, w 


B.  B.  Hoskins,  Jr.,  lives  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Chenault,  707  St  George  Street, 
Gonzales,  Texas. 

Charles  Mansfield  Raguet,  April  24,  1870,  had  married  Isabel  (Belle)  Edwards,  daughter 
of  Haden  H.  and  Sarah  M.  Forbes  Edwards.  Their  one  child  was  named  Charles  Henry  Raguet. 
This  son  had  married  Harrietts  Gallagher.  They  had  no  children. 


October  8,  1942,  Harris  County.  Texas 


A,  tragic  fate  befell  Condy  and  Mary  Raguet  (Henry  and  Marcia  Ann’s  children).  Gondy 
and  his  sister  were  on  their  way  to  New  York  to  buy  goods  for  his  establishment  in  Nacogdoches 
at  the  time  of  death,  December  5,  1868.  He  and  his  sister  took  the  trip  by  steamboat  up  the 
Mississippi  River  then  to  the  Ohio  River.  At  May's  Landing  their  feoatj,  the  "America." 
collided  with  the^  "United  States"  in  mid-stream.  Mr.  Hoskins  recounts,  "My  mother  told  me 
that  he  'was  swimming  to  safety  with  his  sister  on  a  piece  of  wreckage  when  they  encountered 
a  drmming  man  who  tried  to  cling  to  their  raft.  In  the  ensuing  struggle  all  three  drowned. 
This  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  an  eye  witness." 


— Statement  received  October  6.  1959 
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Henry  and  Marcia  Ann  (Towers)  Raguet  lived  in  Nacogdoches  until  1873  when  they  moved 
to  Marshall,  Texas.  Henry  died  there  in  1877.  Two  years  later,  Marcia  Am  died  August  26, 
1879.  They  were  buried  in  Marshall,  their  loved  daughter,  Ann  Raguet  Irion,  was  also  buried 
in  the  family  plot. 

Mrs.  AUen  Ingram  of  San  Angelo,  a  direct  deseendent  of  Condy  Raguet  named  her  lovely 
daughter  "Raguet".  They  call  her  "Gay"  (using  the  last  syllable  of  this  French  name  -  "gust" 
Her  niece  is  the  wife  of  Rufus  L®  Floyd  of  Gonzales,  Texas:  Recently  Raguet  and  Rufus  Floyd 
were  photographed  in  costumes  representing  their  Texas  ancestors  at  the  second  annual  his¬ 
torical  ball  sponsored  by  the  Conservation  Society  September  26,  1959,  at  the  Hilton  Hotel. 
She  is  a  beautiful  charming  woman  truly  representative  of  the  Raguets  -  blonde,  affable, 
regal,  undoubtedly  resembling  her  forebears.  Recently  Mrs.  Floyd  -  "Raguet"  -  wrote  most 
interestingly  of  her  family. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  Raguet  family.  Should  other  information  be  received,  it  will 
be  written  and  sent  as  a  "supplement”  to  this. 


This  began.  The  Raguet  Family.  It  ends  with  her  letter,  finale. 


,fT©urs  truly, 
Raguet w 
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THE.  RAGUET  FAMILY 


A  Supplement  by  Mary  LaBarre  Hignett 
Las  Cruces*  New  Mexico 

Received  too  late  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  monograph.  The 
R£SM£t  Fami ly ,  was  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Mayor  of  les“Riceys, 
Bas-Haut,  Aube  Department,  France.  This  has  now  been  translated 
and  copies  have  been  made  for  those  receiving  the  Raquet  Family 
report.  -  — 

Deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  go  to  Miss  Ruth  F.  Barlow,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  ™r§.  Richard  Duncan,  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico, 
and  Colonel  M.  H.  Thomlinson,  El  Paso,  Texas  for  tra;naiat ion  of 
the  letter  ©f  "Le  Mairie”  of  Les  Riceys.  Their  assistance  was  in¬ 
valuable. 

The  Mayor's  letter  was  introduced  by  these  notations! 

Department  de  1 'Aube  Republique  Francaise 

Commune  des  Riceys 

Arrond issement  Mairie  des  Riceys 

de  Troyes  la  7  Novembre,  1959 

then  followed  the  letter: 

Dear  Madam: 

Following  your  two  letters  of  July  l8  and  the  one  following 
that,  I  undertook  research  into  the  very  ancient  registers  of  the 
parishes  of  the  Commune  des  Riceys,  which  was  very  laborious. 

Consequently  you  will  find  hereafter  the  registered  births 
of  the  family  Raguet-Vi 1 1 iminot ,  School  Recteur  (principal)  in  the 
parish  of  Riceys-Bas. 

For  your  information,  to  be  precise,  the  commune  of  the  Riceys 
is  composed  of  three  sections:  (1)  Ricey-Bas.  (2)  Ricey-Haut-Rure, 
and  (3)  Ricey-Haut.  Miere  mayor. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michel  Raguet  must  have  come  to  the  Riceys  a  little 
before  1755  for  besides  the  three  births  here-in-af ter  indicated, 
they  had  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Jacques  and  Claud ine,  who  settled 
down  in  the  Riceys. 

It  is  to  be  stated  that  the  son,  Jacques,  Recteur  fd>  Scala 
(principal  of  the  school)  at  Vi  1 1 iars-sous-Pra 1 in  came  to  succeed 
his  father  as  Recteur  (principal)  de  Acole  (of  the  school)  at 
Ricey-Bas.  Iv‘r.  Raguet  had  gone  to  settle  down  in  Ricey-Haut. 

,  i  did  not  find  the  birth  of  Michel  Raguet  that  you  place  near 
1767,  (who  was  killed  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  River  in  1?88).  On 
the  contrary  I  find  the  birth  of  a  son,  Nicolas,  in  1?59. 

Parish  of  Ricey-Bas  Births 

1. -^Claude  Paul,  son  of  a  legitimate  marriage  between  Michel  Raguet 
principal  of  the  school  of  the  parish  and  of  Anne  Villiminot  Thfs*“ 
father  and  mother),  was  born  and  baptized  Jan.  25,  1 755,  and  had  for 
godfather,  Claude  Raguet  and  for  godmother,  Ann  Raguet,  who  signed: 
the  father  (priest)  undersigned.  a  1 
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Jacques  Michel, 
Raguet ,  school 
was  born  and  was 


son  of  a  legitimate  marriage  between  Michel 
principal  of  this  parish  and  Anne  Villiminot, 

«  .  _  baptized  Sept.  6th,  (no  year  given)  with  Jac¬ 

ques  Raguet  for  godfather  ,  his  brothers  and  sisters 
also  the  priest  who  was  present. 


unders i gned 


Paroisse  (Parish)  of  Ricey-Bas 


lirths 


Nicolas,  son  of  a  legitimate  marriage  between  Michel  Raquet 
school  principal,  and  of  Anne  Villiminot,  of  this  parish  was 

and  ”s  ^  *,  the  unetrAgnil 

priest,  the  30th  day  of  said  month  (1759).  His  godfather  was 
Jacques  Raguet,  Principal  of  the  school  of  Vi  1 1 iers-sous-Pra  1  in 

Claud ine ,  his  brothers  and  sisters  undersigned! 
also  the  father  of  the  child.  y 


Parish  of  Ricey-Haut 


Natural  Deaths 


1. 


lhe  22l5  day  0f  the  month  of  October,  1792,  second  year 
?LnhR  ‘  f'ench  Republic,  at  seven  o’clock  at  night;  before  me 
(usin^the  tSr/f  the  Consul  General  of  the  Commune  of  Ricey, 
l^ird  record  book  to  record  marriages  and  deaths  of 

RiJevs  theSrit?5Pea7d  in  lie  housecof  the  commune  of  the 
1  i tv^of  RI ni  dac9ues  Raguet,  Secretary  of  the  Municipa- 
secfi-on  R^*  ag®  y?ars*  domiciled  in  the  said  Municipality 
I  c'  '  1(“ ey-Ba s  and  of  Charles  t)@chaune,  proprietor,  aqe 

HLtmnkJriC  l\the  same  Municipality  Section 

S  L  rT,0  Uk>  the  first*  son  a^d  the  second,  son-7 

tS”«  'jSfn  Bus!  fhSrk  PTT/^°^ade  75  years>  wh0  declared 

♦  J  ^  that  the  said  Michel  Raguet  died  vesterdav  at 

three  hours  after  midday  in  his  domicile,  Laune  Strclt  After 
^Srideclafatl®n  1  immediately  went  to  that  domicile  .and  as- 
ured  myself  of  the  death  of  the  aforesaid,  Michel  Raguet  and 

JhfrlLTih6  pres?nt  deed  that  the  said  Jacques  Rague9t  and 
Charles  ^echaune  signed  with  me. 

Ff!nrh3Rp  thJ  sixth  month  of  the  calender  of  the  First 

25?h  l?5i>  ihS’ktrZr  l9th  1%  20th)  t0  March  20th  CFeb. 

thl  „«;/? I  thcJ 4-th  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible 
i5f  thJ bet 0TB  mid-day,  before  me  came  Edme  Valentin  ' 
IJef  y!  Municipal  Agent  of  the  Commune  of  the  Riceys  orescri- 

etL/ulr*  i°  reS?iv\and  draft  (draw  up")  the  acts^estlned  ^ 
undeniably  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  of  the 
citizens,  appeared  in  the  Commune  room,  the  Citizens  Jacaues 
age  5l  years,  and  Charles  Dechaune?  age fyJars Zth 
thSt  A™?  v.???  f omicl  led  in  the  Commune,  who^eclared  to  me 
lells  widow th®ir  “other  and  mother-in-law,  age  8l 

toithe  domicile  where  I  was  assured  of  the  death  of 
the  said  (Anne)  Villiminot  and  I  drew  up  the  present  act  which 
the  Citisens  Raguet  and  flechaune  signed  with  me.  h 
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Parish  of  Ricey~Bas  Births 

1*"  Julienne  Adelaide,  daughter  of  the  legitimate  marriage  of 
Jacques  Raguet,  recteur  (principal)  of  this  parish  and  of 
Marie  Pellissot,  born  August  3rd,  1?6?,  was  baptized  the  same 
day  by  me,  former  pastor  (priest)  of  the  parish.  Her  god¬ 
father,  Pierre  Nicolas  Texier*  officer  of  the  King,  and  her 
godmother.  Miss  Jullienne  Petit,  daughter  of  Vincent  Petit, 
both  merchants  of  this  parish,  who  signed  with  me. 

2.-  Claudine  Nicolle,  daughter  of  the  legitimate  marriage  of  Jac¬ 
ques  Raguet,  school  principal,  and  of  BJfarie  Pellissot  of  this 
parish,  born  Nov.  2?,  1768,  and  baptized  the  29th  of  the  said 
month  by  me.  Vicar  of  this  parish  (undersigned),  her  godfather, 
Nicolas  Julian  Roussel,  son  of  Claude  Roussel,  merchant  of 
Chaource  and  her  godmother,  Claudine  Raguet,  daughter  of  Mi¬ 
chel  Raguet,  merchant  of  the  parish  of  Ricey-Haut,  who  have 
signed  with  me. 


3«”  Jeanne  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  legitimate  marriage  of  Jac¬ 
ques  Raguet,  "Brigadier  of  the  Prevote  des  Manoirs  et 
Marechaussiee  de  France  (no  translation)  and  of  Marie  Pellissot 
paIish*  born  August  16th,  1775,  and  was  baptized  this 
1  said  month  by  me.  Vicar  undersigned,  and  had  for 

godfather  Michel  Raguet,  merchant  (her  grandfather)  of  the 
parish  of Ricey-Haut,  and  for  godmother  Jeanne  Pellissot,  wife 
oi  Sxeur  oussel,  baker  of  Chaource,  her  aunt  represented  by 
Elizabeth  Anne  Clistry,  wife  of  Sieur  Nicolas  Roussel,  also 
.Daker  at  Chaource,  undersigned. 

The  son,  Jacques  Raguet  certainly  had  one  child  when  he  was  rec¬ 
teur  {-principal)  at  Vi  1  liers-sous-Pralin.  He  appears  again  as 
witness  at  the  marriage  of  his  sister.  Julienne  Adelaide. 

i  hope.  Madam,  that  this  information  will  satisfy  you  and  I 
beg  you  to  believe  in  my  profound  respect® 


The  official  seal 
of  France 


The  May0r  at  Town  Hall  of  Les  Riceys, 
Aube  Dgpt.  France 


(End  of  letter) 


What  has  become  the  most  amazing  part  of  the  Raguet  family 

13  £lnS  that  thou9h  those  three  Raguet  brothers  left 
Les  Riceys,  Aube  Department,  France  in  the  175Q»s  to  come  to 
.  merlxa,  it  has  been  found  that  many  Raguets  were  already  esta- 

1  "Ted  States-  The  french  colony  of  Louisiana 
was  the  center  oi  tneir  activities  or  their  home. 

Or,™®  01iVfr*  librarian  at  the  Louisiana  State  Museum,  New 
Orleans,  found  these  notations  in  old  city  directories  and 
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cemetery  files: 

1805-  Directory-  Raguet,  Adelaide,  33  Rue  de  Conti. 
l84'2*  Directory-  Just  the  name  Raguet,  268  Bourbon 

in  the  Historical  Quarterly,  V01 .  24,  ft  1,  page 


the  name,  Raguet,  only 
given  as  Jean  Baptiste 
1802-  Raguet,  Don  Francisco, 
and  Dona  Juana  Raguet. 
Buried  St.  Louis  ft  1. 


1000, 

In  the  card  file  the  name  was 
Raguet . 

son  of  Don  Juan  Bautista  ^aguet 
Age  80  years.  Died  11-26-1802. 


Thus  eighty  yenrs-  earlier,  Louisianians  named  Raguet  flou¬ 
rished  and  d  led  in  this  new  country  called  the  United  States  of 

America  . 

^uch  appreciation  goes  to  John  Hall  Jacobs,  librarian  of  the 
New  Orleans  Public  Library  and  his  reference  staff  who  provided 
much  of  the  historical  information  found  in  volumes  of  the 
Louisiana  Historical  Quarter ly .  They  verify  the  existence  of 
several  Raguets  living  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  when  it  was 
a  French  colony. 

In  volume ':21,  Oct.  1938,  was  found  an  article  titled  "Deci¬ 
sion  Day  in  the  Superior  Council  of  Louisiana  (March  5,  174-6) ", 
page  1000,  there  Is  mention  of  a  Raguet  (first  name  not  given) 
as  a  member  of  the  Superior  Council.  It  also  states  he  had  held 
other  positions  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  this  French  colony. 

In  volume  27,  July,  194-6,  an  article,  "An  Architectural  His¬ 
tory  of  the  Royal  Hospital  and  the  Ursuline  Convent  of  New  Or¬ 
leans”,  mentions  an  Abbe  Raguet,  director  of  the  company  (of  the 
Indies)  for  religious  matters. 

Volume  31,  January,  1948,  includes  "The  Charity  Hospital  of 
Louisiana  at  New  Orleans;  An  Administrative  and  Financial  His¬ 
tory,  1736~194l“®  It  is  in  this  interesting  volume  the  will  of 
Jean  Louis  is  discussed  and  the  part  played  by  the  executor,  Su¬ 
perior  Councilman  Raguet  in  the  establishment  of  the  hospital. 

Roger  Baudier‘s,  The  Catholic  Church  in  Louisiana ,  (New  Or~ 
leans,  1939),  makes  mention  on  several  accacions  of  Abbe  Raguet- 
as  well  as  several  of  Sieur  Raguet.  On  page  43  he  states: 

"On  May  30,  1724,  Abbe  Raguet,  A  French  priest,  was  appointed 
ecclesiastical  director  of  the  Company  of  the  Indies  and  it  was 
he  who  looked  after  the  religious  affairs  of  the  company,  acting 
as  liaison  officer,  so  to  say,  between  the  Company  and  the  Church 
He  continued  in  office  until  the  company  was  dissolved. 

There  are  frequent  mentions  of  him  through  the  early  history 
but  no  indication  that  he  ever  left  France.  Baudier  states  that 
after  the  Company  of  the  Indies  relinquished  the  colony,  the  Abbe 
Raguet  had  no  further  connection  \vith  the  Church  in  Louisiana. 

The  first  mention  of  Sieur  Raguet  is  on  Page  93  concerning  the 
difficulties  of  the  Capuchins  in  1723*  Baudier  discussed  a  mem¬ 
oir  drafted  by  one  Sieur  Raguet.  In  it  Sieur  Raguet  stated.... 
he  had  been  in  the  colony  for  13  years. 

Oh  page  130  (Baudier)  Si^ur  Raguet  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
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directors  of  the  hospital  founded  -in  New  Orleans  from  the  Jean 
Louis  bequest  and  on  page  liplp  he  is  again  mentioned  as  a  member 
©f  the  Superior  Council  in  1744° 

Nowhere  is  there  mention  of  his  family,  his  death,  or  any 
other  details. 

The  Jean  Louis  mentioned  was  a  sailor  in  the  Company  of  the 
Indies  who  left  the  sea  to  become  a  maker  and  seller  of  boats 
in  New  Orleans.  For  reasons  known  best  to  himself  he  was  imbued 
with  deep  compassion  for  the  poor.  Nov.  16,  1735?  In  a  shaky 
hand  he  drew  up  his  own  will.  It  began: 

"Nothing  being  more  certain  than  death  and  nothing  more  un¬ 
certain  than'  its  hour,  stricken  by  a  dangeroud  bodily  malady 
but  sane  of  mind11......."  .  T^e  will  included  a  bequest  of  ten 

thousand  livres  (about  32500)  as  a  pension  for  the  founding  of 
a  hospital  for  the  sick  poor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  .  His 
will  also  included  a  200  livre  bequest  to  the  "poor  ashamed  to 
beg".  Two  months  later  Jean  Louis  died.  The  executor  of  his 
will"...  a  member  of  the  Superior  Council  of  Louisiana  named 
Raguet  and  Father  Philipe,  Capuchin  Superior  in  New  Orleans, 
fulfilled  the  wishes  of  Jean  Louis  by  purchasing  a  site  for  a 
hospital.  This  simple  beginning  was  the  forerunner  of  today’s 
mammoth  Charity  Hospital.  And  a  Raguet  had  an  important  place 
in  this  beginning.  Another  interesting  fact  in  connection  with 
this  hospital  is  that  one  month  after  the  Charity  Hospital  was  in 
operation,  the  institution  was  declared  too  small  to  provide  for 
the  sick  poor  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 


Raguet  Treasures  in  Ohio 

The  Centennial  History  of  Cine innati  by  Charles  T , Greue ,  volume 
l,  (Chicago,  1901  )  on  page  53b  cltnsT: 

"There  had  been  deposited  in  the  Museum  (University  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  Library  building)  several  hundred  specimens  of  natural  his¬ 
tory  collected  by  Consul  General  Condy  Raguet  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil..."  and  on  page  556". ....The  beautiful  pillars 
of  a  single  piece  of  stone  each  which  supported  the  front  of  Mr, 
Raguet’s  house  on  Main  Street,  Cincinnati,  were  objects  of  unusual 
and  general  interest  and  admiration".  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
the  name  Raguet  is  indelibly  recorded  from  Philadelphia  to  <" 
Cincinnati  to  New  Orleans  to  Nacogdoches  in  East  Texas.  Dr.  James 
L.  Nichols  of  the  history  Department  of  Stephen  F.  Austin  State 
Teachers  College  there  derives  considerable  satisfaction  from  the 
fact  that  he  resides  on  Raguet  Street.  Dr<>  Nichols,  an  authori¬ 
ty  on  Confederate  history,  is  preparing  reviews  of  three  new  books 
on  the  Civil  Mar.  Mrs.  Guy  (Lois  Foster)  Blount  recently  comple¬ 
ted  a  treatise  relating  to  the  effects  of  the  Civil  War  on  Nacog¬ 
doches,  Texas.  Thin  is  soon  to  be  published. 

It  remains  for  some  other  lever  of  history  to  relate  th&. 

Raguets  of  the  Louisiana  colony  to  those  three  Raguet  brothers  who 
left  Les  fiiceys,  France,  eighty  years  ago  to  come  to  America.  It 
should  be  an  interesting  experience. 
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